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[““The reason they did not decree more fasts than these,”] said R. Yosé, 
“is so that they do not place too great a burden on the community.” 


[C] Said R. Hiyya bar Ba, “But if there were two matters, for example, 
the holding back of rain and a plague of locusts, they sound the 
shofar on their account.” 


[D] And why with these two matters in particular [no rain, locusts]? 


[E] Said R. Yosé b. R. Bun, “In [the confluence of] these two matters in 
particular is a vast calamity.” 


On Mondays they partially open the stores after dark [M. 1:7E]. 
One opens one [door], closes [another], [in a shop with two entries]. 


And on Thursday they are permitted [to open them all day long] 
because of the honor owing to the Sabbath [M. 1:7F]: 


What is the meaning? Is it that one opens one door and closes the 
other? 


Or is it that one opens both of them [on Thursday]? [This question is 
not answered. |] 


1:8 


[A] [If] these two have passed and they have not been answered, they cut 


down on commerce, building, planting, the making of betrothals 
and marriages, and on greeting one another, 


[B] like people subject to divine displeasure. 
[C] Individuals go back and fast until the end of Nisan. 
[D] [Once] Nisan has ended, if it then rains, it is a sign of a curse, 


[E] since it says, “Is it not wheat harvest today? [I will call unto the Lord, 


[1:1 A] 


[B] 


that he send thunder and rain, and you shall know and see that 
great is your wickedness which you have done in the sight of God 
to ask a king for yourself] (I Sam. 12:17). 


[As regards cutting down on building,| said R. Joshua b. Levi, “That 
which you have said applies to building for purposes of pleasure [e.g., 
a house for one’s son, who is getting married], but if one’s wall was 
infirm, one may tear it down and rebuild it.” 


Samuel said, “That refers specifically to a wall of a house in which 
one sleeps.” 


